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Opening your Church

St Mary the Virgin, Baldock



Welcoming

• Porch light visible from the road

• Notice on the door

• Light switch by the door

• Website

• Facebook page

• Resources

• Information boards and guidebook



Guidebook



Guidebook – online and physical copies



Guidebook for children

• Child friendly language

• Aimed at children and 

school parties

• Interactive trail

• Works alongside adult 

version

• QR codes



• Clear notices throughout

• Includes contact details

• Noticeboards

o Up to date information

• Free literature

• A shop

Inside the church



Inside the church - banners



• No candles or matches 

• Lockable vestry and 

large safe

• Wall safe by the main 

door

• Volunteer capacity

• Volunteer location

• Town church means 

little misuse

Practical considerations



Simple additions

St Mary the Virgin in Stotfold has been open every day 

from 9.30am to 3.30pm since 2000, but some people in 

the town didn’t know the church was unlocked until a 

new vicar put a sandwich board outside the church 

saying “Church Open.”



Further information

• Visit other churches

• Diocese website

o Open Churches Everyday

• ChurchCare

• Rural churches

o Arthur Rank Centre

• Other Diocese websites

o Diocese of London

https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/faith/open-church-everyday/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/advice-and-guidance-church-buildings/sharing-your-building-and-finding
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/mission/open-welcome/
https://www.london.anglican.org/support/buildings-and-property/open-churches-toolkit/


“Such initiatives are unlikely in themselves to 

‘make new disciples’, but they will sow the 
seeds and build links so that those who are 

interested can find out more.  Our aim should 

be to turn visitors into pilgrims and pilgrims 

into disciples.” 
The Bishop of St Albans




