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Date and Time


The Right Reverend xxx
Bishop of xxx


NOTICES

Including


Those being confirmed this morning / evening:





The Gathering

(The Incumbent may welcome the congregation, give out any necessary notices, banns, and announce the first hymn)

The Opening Hymn:

The Bishop leads the service:

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
There is one body and one Spirit.
There is one hope to which we were called;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism.
one God and Father of all.

Peace be with you
And also with you

The Bishop introduces the liturgy and the Collect

(Either the Collect of the Day or the following Collect for Confirmation is used)

Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit 
you give to your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. 
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 
that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love,
and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever. Amen. 


The Liturgy of the Word

The Epistle or the Old Testament Reading:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
 
(A Hymn or Psalm or Song may be sung)

Please remain standing for the Gospel.    

The Gospel:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to xxxxxxx
Glory to you, O Lord.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.


The Sermon

(A Hymn or Psalm or Song may be sung)

The Liturgy of Initiation

(The Easter Candle or a large candle may be lit)

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES

The candidates for confirmation are presented, and stand as their names are called. The Bishop asks them:

Have you been baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit?  
I have

The Bishop asks all the candidates:

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?  
I am

The Bishop addresses the congregation
Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their life in Christ?   
With the help of God, we will

THE DECISION  	(for alternative questions, please see appendix A)

The Bishop addresses the candidates:

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?  
I renounce them

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?  
I repent of them

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?   
I turn to Christ

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?    
I submit to Christ

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ

May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ,
give you the strength to continue in the Way. Amen

(The Bishop, clergy and all candidates may process to the Font. In which case, a Hymn or Song may be sung [Note: consider whether it makes sense to sing part of a hymn on the way to the font and to have the remaining verses when returning to the front ready for the laying on of hands]  and the congregation turns to face the Font.)


THE PROFESSION OF FAITH

The Bishop addresses the congregation:

Brothers and Sisters, I ask you to profess together with these candidates the faith of the Church. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his son, Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day He rose again;
he ascended into heaven. 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.


Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

The candidates for Confirmation may sign themselves with water from the Font. 
Or
The Bishop sprinkles the candidates for Confirmation

The Bishop prays:

Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith with all those who have been baptised into your name. Keep us faithful to our baptism and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

(The Procession returns from the Font. [Part of] A hymn or song may be sung
The congregation kneels or sits.)

THE CONFIRMATION

The Bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed:

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Who has made heaven and earth.
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Now and for ever.  Amen.

Almighty and ever-living God, you have given these your servants new birth in baptism by water and the Spirit, and have forgiven them all their sins. Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; the Spirit of counsel and inward strength; the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness; and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.  Amen.

The Bishop says to each candidate:

N, God has called you by name and made you his own. 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.  Amen.

When all have been confirmed and received we pray together:

Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly grace, that they may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more until they come to your everlasting Kingdom.  Amen.


THE COMMISSION    (This section may be omitted if desired)

The Congregation stands and the Bishop says:

Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve God. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by praying for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth?
With the help of God I will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.  Amen.

THE PEACE

The Bishop addresses the congregation:

God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, has given us the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The peace is shared.

One or more of the following prayers may be used at the Prayers
of Intercession

Heavenly Father, we pray for these your servants
upon whom we have now laid our hands after the example of
the apostles.
Assure them by this sign of your favour towards them;
may your fatherly hand ever be over them,
your Holy Spirit ever be with them;
strengthen them continually with the Body and Blood of your Son,
and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your word,
that they may ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God,
whose Holy Spirit equips the Church with a rich variety of gifts,
grant that we may use them to bear witness to Christ
by lives built on faith and love.
Make us ready to live his gospel and eager to do his will,
that we may share with all your Church in the joys of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, let there be pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy;
for your mercy and for your truth’s sake. Amen.

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits that you have won for us,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for us.
Most merciful redeemer,
friend and brother,
may we know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day. Amen.

Eternal God,
you have declared in Christ
the completion of your purpose of love.
May we live by faith, walk in hope,
and be renewed in love,
until the world reflects your glory,
and you are all in all.
Even so; come, Lord Jesus. Amen.


THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  (or the traditional version)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Sending Out		(for alternative, see Appendix B)

THE BLESSING

God the Father draw you deeply into His love
God the Son empower you to serve the world
God the Holy Spirit strengthen you to proclaim the gospel 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.

The final hymn during which the Bishop may lead the candidates to the back of the church. 

Please turn to face the west end.

The Bishop says:

Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.


Common Worship material used for this service is copyright © the Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England.

Appendix A

ALTERNATIVE WORDS FOR THE DECISION

The Bishop addresses the candidates 

Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.

Do you renounce evil?
I renounce evil.





Appendix B

ALTERNATIVE SENDING OUT


THE BLESSING

God the Father draw you deeply into His love
God the Son empower you to serve the world
God the Holy Spirit strengthen you to proclaim the gospel 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.

During the singing of a hymn, each candidates receives a candle, lit from the Easter Candle.:
THE GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE

The Bishop addresses the candidates:

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has given us a place with the saints in light. You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life.

All:	Shine as a light in the world,
to the glory of God the Father. 

Go in the light and peace of Christ.
All:	Thanks be to God.

During the final hymn the Bishop leads the candidates carrying their lighted candles to the back of the church. 

