
 

Ad Clerum 3a.1 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF INFANT BAPTISM 

From time to time bishops become involved in disputes between clergy and their parishioners over 
the administration of infant baptism. 
 
We are therefore issuing this Ad Clerum to ensure that all clergy in the diocese are aware of the 
Canon Law which governs infant baptism, and which is reproduced below: 
 
 
B 21  OF HOLY BAPTISM 

It is desirable that every minister having a cure of souls shall normally administer the sacrament of Holy Baptism on 
Sundays at public worship when the most number of people come together, that the congregation there present may 
witness the receiving of them that be newly baptised into Christ's Church, and be put in remembrance of their own 
profession made to God in their baptism. 
 
B 22  OF THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS 

1. Due notice, normally of at least a week, shall be given before a child is brought to the church to be baptised. 
 
2. If the minister shall refuse or unduly delay to baptise any such infant, the parents or guardians may apply to the 

bishop of the diocese, who shall, after consultation with the minister, give such directions as he thinks fit. 
 
3. The minister shall instruct the parents or guardians of an infant to be admitted to Holy Baptism that the same 

responsibilities rest on them as are in the service of Holy Baptism required of the godparents. 
 
4. No minister shall refuse or, save for the purpose of preparing or instructing the parents or guardians or 

godparents, delay to baptise any infant within his cure that is brought to the church to be baptised, provided that 
due notice has been given and the provisions relating to godparents in these Canons are observed. 

 
5. A minister who intends to baptise any infant whose parents are residing outside the boundaries of his cure, 

unless the names of such persons or of one of them be on the church electoral roll of the same, shall not proceed 
to the baptism without having sought the good will of the minister of the parish in which such parents reside. 

 
6. No minister being informed of the weakness or danger of death of any infant within his cure and therefore 

desired to go to baptise the same shall either refuse or delay to do so. 
 
7. A minister so baptising a child in a hospital or nursing home, the parents of the child not being resident in his 

cure, nor their names on the church electoral roll of the same, shall send their names and address to the minister 
of the parish in which they reside. 

 
8. If any infant which is privately baptised do afterwards live, it shall be brought to the church and there, by the 

minister, received into the congregation of Christ's flock according to the form and manner prescribed in and by 
the office for Private Baptism authorised by Canon B 1. 

 
9. The minister of every parish shall warn the people that without grave cause and necessity they should not have 

their children baptised privately in their houses. 
 
B 23  OF GODPARENTS AND SPONSORS 

1. For every child to be baptised there shall be not fewer than three godparents, of whom at least two shall be of 
the same sex as the child and of whom at least one shall be of the opposite sex; save that, when three cannot be 
conveniently had, one godfather and godmother shall suffice.  Parents may be godparents for their own children 
provided that the child have at least one other godparent. 

 



 

 
 
 
2. The godparents shall be persons who will faithfully fulfil their responsibilities both by their care for the children 

committed to their charge and by the example of their own godly living. 
 
3. When one who is of riper years is to be baptised he shall choose three, or at least two, to be his sponsors, who 

shall be ready to present him at the font and afterwards put him in mind of his Christian profession and duties. 
 
4. No person shall be admitted to be a sponsor or godparent who has not been baptised and confirmed.  

Nevertheless the minister shall have power to dispense with the requirement of confirmation in any case in 
which in his judgment need so requires. 

 
 
Notes:- 
 
(i) It is important to note that, provided due notice has been given (Canon B 22.1) and the 

provisions relating to godparents have been met (Canon B 23), baptism cannot be refused.  It 
may be delayed only for the purpose of preparing or instructing the parents or guardians or 
godparents (Canon B 22.4).  If parents or guardians believe the baptism of their child is being 
refused or delayed unduly, they must be told that they have the right to appeal to the diocesan 
bishop (Canon B 22.2). 

 
(ii)  In an episcopally ordered church, the bishop is the chief minister of the process of Christian 

initiation and, after he has consulted the priest involved in the dispute, the final decision in 
these cases rests with him.  While as bishops in this diocese we would not want to see anyone 
compelled to administer the sacrament of baptism in a case that was contrary to their own 
individual conscience, there may be cases where a priest would be required by the bishop to 
ensure provision for the baptism to be administered by another priest. 

 
(iii)  We would also like to take this opportunity to alert clergy in the matter of making 

arrangements for the baptism of children whose parents are divorced or separated.  In these 
cases it is important to distinguish between 'care and control' and 'custody' of such children.  
It may be that one parent has 'care and control' of the children while 'custody' lies with both 
parents.  Decisions of a permanent nature, such as the matter of whether a child should be 
baptised, relate to the right of custody, not to that of care and control.  Therefore where one 
separated or divorced parent requests baptism for their child, the priest should, before 
baptising the child, obtain the written consent of the other parent if that parent also has 
custody.  If it is known that the other parent objects to the baptism, the priest should not 
baptise the child until he/she has been shown a Court Order overruling the objection. 

 
 

[Reissued January 2008] 


