
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LAY CANDIDATES – GENERAL SYNOD 

36. To be eligible to stand for election to the House of Laity of the General Synod, a person 
must meet each of the following conditions (but see also paragraph 37 below).  

(1) The person has received Holy Communion in accordance with the practice of the 
Church of England, or a Church in communion with it, at least three times in the twelve 
months before the date of the dissolution of the General Synod.   

(2) The person is confirmed (or ready and willing to be) or is a communicant member of a 
Church which subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity  

(3) The person is aged 18 or over on the date of the dissolution of the General Synod. 

37. A candidate for the House of Laity must also meet one of the following conditions 

 (1) The person’s name is on the roll of a parish in the diocese or, if not, is on:  

(a) the community roll of the cathedral church of the diocese, or  

(b) in the case of the diocese of London, the roll of a guild church , or  

(c) in the case of the diocese in Europe, the roll of a chaplaincy.  

(2) If the person is in the diocese of London, the Dean of Westminster has declared the 
person to be a habitual worshipper at Westminster Abbey.  

(3) If the person is in the diocese of Oxford: 

 (a) the Dean of St. George’s Chapel, Windsor has declared the person to be a 
habitual worshipper there, or  

(b) the Dean of Christ Church, Oxford has declared the person to be a habitual 
worshipper there. 

(4) The leader of a mission initiative in the diocese has declared the person to be part of 
the worshipping community involved in the mission  

38. Where a cleric has executed a deed of relinquishment from Holy Orders under the 
Clerical Disabilities Act 1870 and the deed has been recorded, the person is no longer to be 
regarded as a cleric and is therefore entitled to stand for election to the House of Laity.  

39. The time and date at which a person qualifies to stand for election to the House of 
Laity is, in most cases, 6.00 a.m. on the date of dissolution of the Synod. But a declaration 
may be made for a person mentioned in paragraph 37(2) to (4) above in the month before or 
after the dissolution – so, assuming dissolution on Tuesday 14th July, from Monday 15th 
June to Wednesday 12th August 2026 inclusive.  

40. A person is disqualified from being nominated as a candidate for a lay election if the 
person has any of the paid ofÏces or employments referred to in paragraph 32 above. The 
exception there for certain Church Commissioners also applies to a laity election.  

41. A person who is qualified as set out in paragraphs 36 and 37 above but whose name is 
also on the roll of a parish in another diocese, or on the roll of a guild church in the diocese 



of London, must choose in which one of the dioceses to stand as a candidate. Note as a 
general point that a person may be qualified for election in a diocese without being a 
qualified elector there.  

42. Where the diocese is divided into electoral areas, a person qualified to stand in the 
diocese, as a result either of being on the roll of a parish in the diocese or of being on the 
community roll of the cathedral of the diocese, can choose in which electoral area to 
stand. The person is, accordingly, not restricted to standing in the electoral area which 
includes the parish or cathedral whose roll includes that person. No one may stand in more 
than one electoral area at the same time. 


